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Meeting Called to Order: 1:00 p.m., Sunday, July 31, 2016. 

 

Minutes Recording Secretary: Sherri McGarry. 

 

Old Business: Minutes from 2015 meeting were adopted without changes. 

 

New Business: Outgoing Chair Kali Kniel thanked the PDG for their efforts over the last two years 

and shared her enthusiasm for the work of the PDG. She welcomed Sherri McGarry as incoming 

Chair and announced the election of Humberto Maldonado from Driscolls as new Vice Chair. 

 

Historically, the FVSQ PDG provides a series of updates to the members, which are outlined below.  

 

Regulatory Update: The regulatory update was provided by Samir Assar (FDA CFSAN). The Produce 

Safety Rule was finalized and published. FDA continues to listen to stakeholders and consider new 

information as it comes in. FDA’s focus has moved to an implementation strategy with emphasis on 

providing education, training and technical guidance to industry and working with NASDA on states’ 

role. Draft guidance for sprouts is anticipated before the first compliance date in January 2017. 

Broader draft guidance for the rule being worked on and trying to accelerate issuing draft guidance for 

water aspects soon. FDA is working with NASDA for future inspectional strategy and in many other 

areas. If the states have the resources they will handle the routine inspections and any remaining 

would be covered by FDA. NASDA is planning on on-farm voluntary readiness reviews and piloting in 

2017. The PSA curriculum has been finalized and will begin in September 2016. FDA has provided 

funds for regional and national coordination centers with USDA to assess regional needs and provide 

specialized training for small growers and processors. Awards for grants to institutions to provide 

training for certain stakeholders, such as tribal communities and for sustainable farming, will be 

announced shortly. Produce safety network continues to build and there are many career 

opportunities with FDA. FDA is committed to staying connected to produce community and taking a 

measured approach to implementation. 

 

Produce Safety Alliance Updates:  Betsy Bihn provided the update on the PSA 

(http://producesafetyalliance.cornell.edu/). PSA training will initiate with a focus on Train-the-Trainer 

sessions (two-day course) in September 2016; first priority given to those participants registered for 

the previously cancelled sessions, second priority to the four regional centers; and third priority to the 



Northern Region and those crucial to help build more collaborations. PSA has hired several staff to 

support effort across the nation. 

 

Outbreak Update: The outbreak update was given by Cerise Robinson (FDA CORE). It included a 

summary of pathogen and foods involved in multistate outbreaks that FDA was involved. Discussions 

included information on source of the food, whether domestic or imported. She highlighted a few 

outbreaks and high level lessons from the investigations and shared continued trends in seeing 

sprout outbreaks, consecutive Cyclospora outbreaks, and a few novel foods involved in other 

outbreaks. Cerise provided CORE’s website: 

www.fda.gov/Food/recallsoutbreaksemergencies/outbreaks  

 

Other Topics:  

Suresh Pillai, USDA APHIS, provided an update and presentation to the PDG on use of irradiation on 

imported produce. Slide set described the technology, benefits, and why this is an area of need and 

potential growth. 

 

PDG members expressed continued interest in webinars. Sherri McGarry shared that there’s a 

webinar on sprouted seed in development. 

 

PDG members brainstormed topics for symposia/roundtable and tried a new approach to help 

connect PDG members during the PDG meeting by breaking out into groups by topic areas. Sherri 

McGarry requested feedback on this approach after our meeting; plan is to have conference calls 

following IAFP meeting and before deadline to submit symposia/roundtable ideas in October. 

 

Recommendations to the Executive Board: 

1. Recommend to the Board that the Humberto Maldonado from Driscolls be approved as Vice 

Chair of the PDG.  

2. Recommendation to the Board to find a way to better determine the size and number of chairs 

needed for the PDG meeting; many members were standing or sitting on the floor. Additionally, 

it’s recommended that further consideration be made for the design and set-up of the room to 

better facilitate discussion and PDG member interactions and/or PDG be allowed to modify the 

room set-up and put it back before the next meeting in the room (note: this may not be 

practical).  

3. Recommend to the Board that there be continued support and encouragement to hold 

Webinars.  



 

Next Meeting Date: July 9, 2017, Tampa, Florida. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  3:00 p.m. 

 

Chairperson: Sherri McGarry. 

 

  


