
Food Defense PDG
Attendees: Oscar Rodriguez-Gonzalez (Chair), Mark Kazmierczak (Vice 
Chair), Ruth Petran (Board Liaison), Jacquelyn Adams, Abdulaziz Alzimami, 
Gabriela Arteaga Arredondo, Ariel Babilonia, Jillian Bagley, Colin Barthel, 
Leigh Bedinger, Amanda Beitler, Sylvia Bergman, Richelle Beverly, April 
Bishop, Zeb Blanton, Neil Bogart, Robert Brackett, Laurel Burall, Francis 
Busta, Wei-Hsiang Chang, Hsiu-Ling Chen, Judy Chen, Jeffrey Clark, Angel 
Conde, Ashley Cunningham, Kelly Dawson, Joan Donelan-Weber, Noemie 
D’Onofrio, Erin Ducko, Arne Duebecke, Martin Duplessis, Mike Dziewatkoski, 
Bertrand Emond, Duygu Ercan Oruc, Emilio Esteban, Christopher Finch, 
Lois Fleck, Michele Fontanot Borasino, Elise Forward, Neal Fredrickson, 
Debra Freedman, Balasubramanian Ganesan, Gaurav Ghai, Virendra Gohil, 
Peggy Good, Michele Gorman, Jana Gorveatt, Robert Gravani, Gina Hall, 
Melanie Harris, Craig Henry, Brandon Hernandez, Anna Hilgart, Dylan  
Hinrichs, Toni Hofer, Laura Howard, Hsienheng Huang, Renata Ivanek, 
Christine Jampo, Lone Jespersen, Pu Jing, Kent Juliot, Hidehito Kai, 
Michael Kalish, Diana Kassar, Peter Kennedy, Ramin Khaksar, Ahyoon 
Kim, Amy Kircher, Margaret Kirchner, Kathy Knutson, Brent Kobielush, 
Caitlynn Kreis, Zachary Kuhl, Geetha Kumar Phillips, Young Seok Kweon, 
William Lachowsky, John Larkin, Linda Leake, Loralyn Ledenbach, 
Ching-Chang Lee, Jeong-Eun Lee, Larry Lichter, Pushpinder Kaur Litt, 
Kory Longhurst, Yuqian Lou, Lisa Lucore, Luyao Ma, Steven Mandernach, 
Manu Manohar, Amanda Manolis, Joey Marchant, Doug Marshall, Yvonne 
Masters, Ryan Maus, Deborah McIntyre, Amie Minor, Paul Morin, Amal 
Muhsin, Abdul Azeez Mullattu Ebrahim, Sara Munoz, John Mwangi, Nadia 
Narine, Ryan Newkirk, Roza Nguyen, Mary O’Meara, Mellonie O’Neill, 
Don Pagh, David Park, Jennifer Pierquet, Sophia Pinton, Juan Ponce 
de Leon, Gale Prince, Kally Probasco, Terry Pruden, David Rasmussen, 
Jeffrey Read, Amy Rhodes, JoAnn Sagaral, Mansour Samadpour, Allen 
Sayler, Marc Scantlin, Marc Scantlin, Donna Schaffner, Jason Scheffler, 
Sara Schoen, Shawna Schwab, Carla Schwan, Carla Schwan, Nicholas 
Sevart, Nicola Sharman, Arlette Shazer, Nilay Sheth, Subash Shrestha, 
Christopher Snabes, Kelly Stevens, Robert Strong, Joni Sweet, Joni 
Sweet, Sandra Tallent, Aparna Tatavarthy, Aparna Tatavarthy, Sheela 
Thogaru, Tomohiko Tsurumaru, Nissa Varithevan, Daniel Vega, Isabel 
Walls, Charon Willis, Hongshun Yang, Lily Yang, Xianqin Yang, May 
Yeow, Peipei Zhang, Yifan Zhang, Kang Zhou, Joe Zindulis, and Wen 
Zou. 

Number of Attendees: 157.

Meeting Called to Order: 10:15 a.m., July 8, 2018.

Minutes Recording Secretary: Mark Kazmierczak.

•	 Approval of agenda. Changes: move FDA talk top beginning of new 
business; add announcement about AFDO’s new food defense 
guidelines. Motion approved unanimously.

•	 The Chair reviewed the anti-trust guidelines.
•	 Members present were introduced.
•	 Ruth Petran – Board Liaison comments.

1.	 Membership is up – 4,300.
2.	 Welcome students.
3.	 Connections – social media.
4.	 IAFP Report.
5.	 90 symposia this year of ~200 submitted.

•	 Robyn Miranda – Student Liaison, could not attend the meeting.

Old Business:
•	 Review 2017 meeting minutes – approved unanimously.
•	 Reviewed mission statement – no changes recommended.
•	 FDA presentation: Ryan Newkirk and Colin Barthel: FSMA IA rule – 

requirements, guidance, training, and implementation.
•	 Jenny Pierquet (Past-Chair) gave an update on the Association of 

Food and Drug Officials (AFDO) new food defense guidelines.
•	 Reviewed previous year’s’ symposium submissions.
•	 Reviewed this year’s sessions:

1.	 Roundtable, Ballroom G & I, July 9, 8:30 a.m.: “One Size Does 
Not Fit All”: Food Defense Planning for FSMA Compliance. 
Debra Freedman, Sponsor: Food Defense PDG.

2.	 Symposia – short (1.5 hours), Ballroom G & I, July 9, 10:30 
a.m., Rock on! Interdisciplinary Teams Protecting Nachos at a 
Concert Near You. Amy Kircher, Sponsor: Food Defense PDG, 
Collaborating Session Sponsors: Food Fraud PDG.

New Business:
New symposium.

1.	 FDA Global and Domestic Efforts Idea. 
2.	 Chemical and Radiological Detection Methods.
3.	 Workshop: Preparing Vulnerability Assessments.
4.	 Testing along entire farm-to-fork continuum for pathogens—

multiple PDG collaboration: Microbial Risk Assessment, Meat 
and Poultry, Pre-harvest, Food Defense.

5.	 Food Defense during Transportation and Retail.
6.	 Food Emergency Response at State Level.

•	 Other comments.
1.	 Food Protection and Defense Institute would like to combine 

the Food Defense Conference with next year’s IAFP. There 
was broad support among the PDG members.

2.	 Members that submit proposals would like to get feedback on 
their ratings by the reviewers and the Program Committee is 
working on that.

3.	 FDA could hold an in-person FSMA IA rule training session at 
IAFP. Deadline for symposium submissions is October 2, 2018.

Recommendations to the Executive Board:
1.	 The PDG recommends the Executive Board approve the  

selection of Mark Kazmierczak as PDG Vice Chair.
2.	 The PDG recommends the Food Defense Conference hosted 

by FPDI be held in conjunction with the 2019 IAFP Annual 
Meeting.

Next Meeting Date: July 21–24, 2019, Louisville, KY.
Meeting Adjourned: 12:03 p.m.
Chairperson: Oscar Rodriguez-Gonzalez.


