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Number of Attendees: 128.

Meeting Called to Order: 3:15 p.m., July 8, 2018.
Minutes Recording Secretary: Keith Lampel and Stephanie Pollard.

The meeting was called in order by Chair Omar Oyarzabal with the 
pre-sence of Vice Chair Keith Lampel.

All members were reminded that they can update their PDG affili-
ations by logging into the IAFP website. Tim Jackson, representing the 
IAFP Board, gave an update on attendance, exhibitors and the number of 
proposals submitted and approved in 2018. He reminded the attendees to 
support student activities in the Association. The Student Liaison member 
explained some of the activities by the Student PDG and mentioned the 
student mentor/mentee program.

The Antitrust Guidelines from the Association were presented on two 
slides. 

Old Business: Pamela Wilger made the motion to accept the 2017 Ap-
plied Laboratory Methods PDG minutes, which was seconded by Patricia 
Rule. There was no further discussion and the minutes were approved.

Omar recapped the 10 proposals from ALM PDG, as primary or 
collaborating PDG, which have been accepted for 2019.

Stephanie Pollard, Clear Labs, summarize the work of the Methods  
Validation and Verification Interest Group. This group has already orga-
nized three webinars and there are three other webinars that will be  
sponsored by this group in 2018–2019.

New Business: Joe Schroeter, Vice President of Global Sales at Clear 
Labs, spoke about new generation sequencing for routine pathogen de-
tection, multi-target analysis and automation platforms targeting species/
serovars.

Patricia Rule, Sr. Staff Scientist at bioMérieux, spoke about newer 
platforms connecting results with data analysis and the upcoming labora-
tory solutions with data analysis and organization that will be available for 
the food industry. 

Omar will share the document “Best Practices for IAFP Symposia/
Roundtable Proposals” with all PDG members via email.

An email will be sent before the next meeting requesting nomina-
tions for Vice Chair, and a vote will be requested via an online survey. 

Keith Lampel gave an update from the PDG Chair/Vice Chair meet-
ing and presented information from the Program Committee members 
that took place on Saturday. Keith also reminded the audience that if 
individuals need help to organize their proposals, we will need some de-
tails about the proposals from them, such as keywords, type of session, 
proposed title and a tentative list of speakers or panelists. 

Several proposal titles were collected throughout the discussion on 
topics for 2019. 

•	 Pre-harvest method validation guidelines.
•	 Update on quantitative methods for detection.
•	 Non-contamination methods for radioactive compounds, in 

collaboration with the Food Defense PDG.
•	 Case studies or practical applications of the use of new gen-

eration sequencing in the food industry.
•	 Bacillus as a double edge sword in the food industry.
•	 Case studies using microbiome (omics).
•	 Categorization of pathogenic versus non-pathogenies strains 

of bacterial foodborne pathogens.
•	 Presumptive versus confirmatory approaches.
•	 Intentional contamination analysis, with the Food Defense 

PDG.
•	 Methods for biofilm detection. 
•	 Compare qPCR with plate counts. 
•	 A session on food fraud.
•	 Surrogates for pathogen studies.
•	 Sample preparation and impact on viable cells.
•	 Potential use of transportation time as incubation for earlier 

detection.
•	 Validation of ATP systems, in collaboration with the Sanitation 

PDG. 
•	 Rapid methods for air quality, yeast and mold detection.

Recommendations to the Executive Board: None.

Next Meeting Date: July 21–24, 2019, Louisville, KY.

Meeting Adjourned: 4:25 p.m.

Chairperson: Omar Oyarzabal.


