
Low Water Activity Foods PDG
Attendees: Abigail Snyder, April Bishop, Bhargavi Rane, Brad Taylor, 
Bradley Marks, Brian Himelbloom, Chad Galer, Claudia Coronel, Don 
Schaffner, Edith Wilkin, Elizabeth Grasso-Kelley, Francisco Diez-Gonzalez, 
Francisco Garces-Vega, Fred Cook, Gale Prince, Gerardo Morantes, 
Hudaa Neetoo, Ian Hildebrandt, James Dickson, Jeff Kornacki, Jena  
Roberts, Jiin Jung, Joelle Salazar, Joseph Meyer, Judy Fraser-Heaps, 
Juliany Rivera Calo, Kaylan Hayman, Kent Juliot, Laure Pujol, Larry  
R. Beuchat, Larry Steenson, Lisa Lucore, Liz Palmer, Lukas Acanfora, 
Margarita Gomez, Mary Choate, Mary Gillespie, Matt Igo, Michele  
Gorman, Morgan Maite, Nate Anderson, Neil Bogart, Pamela Wilger,  
Phil Steinbrunner, Pierre Olivier Beal, Quincy Suehr, Rajat Sharma,  
Rachel Streufert, Ricky Falkenberg, Sakshi Lamba, Sanghyup Jeong,  
Sofia Santillana Farakos, Stephanie Nguyen, Stephen Grove, Tim 
Stubbs, Timothy Adams, Tom Black, Xiyang Liu, Yige Bima, Yuhuan 
Chen, Yvonne Masters, and Sue (no last name given).
Board/Staff Present: Michelle D. Danyluk, Didi Loynachan, and Dina 
Siedenburg.
Number of Attendees: 65.
Meeting Called to Order: 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Tuesday, September 
22, 2020.
Minutes Recording Secretary: Bradley Marks, Vice Chair.
Old Business: Minutes of the 2019 PDG Meeting (July 1, 2019) were 
approved (Motion: Pam Wilger. Second: Edith Wilkins) by unanimous 
consent

New Business: Brief updates were provided by Matt Igo from the Student 
PDG and Michelle Danyluk of the Executive Board.

Presentations were provided by student member Matt Igo (Rutgers 
University) on Understanding the Survival of Foodborne Pathogens in 
Low Water Activity Foods Using Mathematical Modeling and by Chad 
Galer (Dairy Management, Inc.) on Best Practices to Manage Pathogens 
in a Dry Dairy Food Facility.

Symposia/Roundtable/Workshop ideas were discussed in the whole 
group meeting, based on input that was collected in advance of the 
meeting (14 initial ideas). The ideas were distilled down into four topics 
for further work at the end of this meeting, which occurred in topic-specific 
breakout Zoom meetings. Details of the ideas refined during those small-
group discussions were collected real-time via a shared Google Sheet 
for collective coordination across the PDG, in advance of submission to 
the IAFP system. Broad topics included sanitation and the environment 
including clean breaks; process validation, surrogates, and emerging 
topics.

Recommendations to the Executive Board:
1. Recommend approval of Dr. Bradley Marks as Vice Chair of the 

PDG as elected by the PDG.
Next Meeting Date: July 18-21, 2021, Phoenix, Arizona.
Meeting Adjourned: 2:45 p.m. Eastern Time
Chairperson: Larry Steenson.


