Meat and Poultry Safety and Quality PDG
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Mitrotti, Yhuliana Nino, Youngmin Park.



Total Number of Attendees: 127.

Meeting Called to Order: Sunday, July 27, 2025, 3:00 P.M.

Minutes Recording Secretary: Maria Camila Duarte.

Old Business: The minutes from last year's meeting were read by Dr. Alexandra Calle and
reviewed by all Members. No questions or corrections were raised, and the minutes were

approved as presented.

New Business: Dr. Alexandra Calle, the PDG Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed
the attendees. She introduced the PDG Vice Chair and Chair-Elect, Dr. Emilio Esteban, along
with the two elected student liaisons, Camila Duarte and Shaelyn Xu. Dr. Calle and Dr. Esteban
provided an IAFP Executive Board update, noting that the Journal of Food Protection’s Impact
Factor has increased to 2.8 and that the editorial team has a list of 58 potential invited review
topics. They encouraged Members to propose new webinar and symposium ideas for the next
year.

Dr. Denise Eblen from USDA FSIS presented a regulatory update on the “Five-Star Plan,” which
focuses on enhanced microbiological testing, equipping inspectors with training, refining the
approach to Salmonella, strengthening state partnerships, and empowering inspectors.

Dr. Isabel Walls, Acting Chief Scientist at USDA FSIS, then provided an overview of the
agency’s research priorities, which include short-term data gaps, laboratory methods, and long-
term research needs related to biological and chemical hazards, as well as foodborne iliness

source attribution.



Following these presentations, there was a public Q&A session where gquestions were asked
about the use of data from weekly RTE Listeria control questionnaires, the definition of “small”
and “very small” establishments, and the sharing of internal FSIS data with external groups.

Dr. Katie Rose McCullough gave an industry update from the Foundation for Meat and Poultry
Research and Education, highlighting its new mission and key resources such as the Process
Legality Spreadsheet and Validation Databases.

A final discussion was held regarding symposia and webinars for the 2026 IAFP Annual
Meeting, with suggested topics including predictive microbiology tools, Salmonella
guantification, pre-harvest and post-harvest integration, use of genomics, and advancing control

programs through surveillance and rapid testing.

Recommendations to the Executive Board:

1. Recommend to approve Emilio Esteban as incoming Vice Chair.

Next Meeting Date: Sunday, July 26, 2026, New Orleans, LA.

Meeting Adjourned: 4:21 P.M.

Chairperson Name: Dr. Alexandra Calle



