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Total Number of Attendees: 136. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 1:02 PM, Eastern Standard Time, Sunday, July 26, 2026. 

 

Minutes Recording Secretary: Tyler Chandross-Cohen. 

 



 
Old Business: The AMA leadership reviewed the antitrust guidelines for the IAFP meetings, 

and members approved the 2025 AMA meeting minutes  

 

New Business: The Leadership was introduced: Mu Ye was introduced as the Chair, Ryan 

Blaustein was introduced as the AMA PDG Vice-Chair, and Tyler Chandross-Cohen was 

introduced as the Student Liaison for the AMA PDG. The antitrust guidelines were presented for 

the IAFP meetings. The 2025 AMA-sponsored symposia were discussed. At last year’s meeting, 

11 symposia/roundtable proposals were sponsored/co-sponsored by the AMA PDG. The new 

business was shared, which included the 2026 annual meeting app and program. The 24 

accepted proposals for the 2026 annual meeting were then discussed. The AMA was the 

primary sponsor for 19/24 of the proposals. A total of 13 were accepted (54% success rate), 

with the AMA PDG as the primary sponsor for 11/13 of them. Co-sponsors included Applied 

Laboratory Methods PDG, HACCP Utilization and Food Safety Systems PDG, Data 

Management and Analytics PDG, Meat and Poultry Safety and Quality PDG, and the Viral and 

Parasitic Foodborne Disease PDG. The symposia/roundtables for each day (Monday-

Wednesday) were discussed to inform the PDG. The meeting updates from the Executive Board 

were shared, including the number of attendees for IAFP 2026 (more than 3000), a discussion 

about submitting more quality information rather than quantity symposia/roundtable proposals, 

and the IAFP European symposium in 2027 with the deadline for session ideas of September 

21st. Julie Haendiges and Jingqiu Liao gave short presentations titled “Turning Genomes into 

Insights: Visualization and Analysis of WGS Data” and “Integrating DNA Sequencing and AI to 

Understand Foodborne Pathogen Ecology, Evolution, and Risk” respectively. The next IAFP 

Annual Meeting was introduced, which will be held from July 18-21, 2027, in Kansas City, 

Missouri. The guidelines for the IAFP Symposia/Workshop/Roundtable Proposal development 

were presented. The deadline for submission of 2027 proposals is September 30th, 2026, with 

notification of proposal status by November 20th, 2026, and selection for stage 2 review by 

January 12th 2027. Additionally, abstracts for technical posters/presentations are due January 

12th, 2027, for technical talks and posters. It was encouraged that the DEI principles would be 

considered during the webinar development and webinar series. It was noted that each proposal 

needed to be sponsored by 2 PDGs, and interested members should email Mu Ye 

(Mu.Ye@KraftHeinz.com) or Ryan Blaustein (rblauste@umd.edu). The PDG then opened the 

floor for discussion of ideas for the 2027 IAFP symposia/workshops/roundtable proposals, but 

there were no suggestions for proposals at this moment. 
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Recommendations to the Executive Board:  

1. Recommend approval of Ryan Blaustein as Vice Chair. 

Next Meeting Date: Sunday, July 17, 2027, Kansas City, MO.  

 

Meeting Adjourned at (Time):  2:09 PM, Eastern Standard Time, Sunday, July 26, 2026. 

 

Chairperson Name: Mu Ye. 

 


