Low Water Activity Foods

Names of Attendees: Ariel Buehler (Chair), Ren Yang (Vice Chair), Jennifer Acuff, Sam
Alcaine, John Allan, Avelino Alvarez-Ordoénez, Vera Arthur, Jakob Baker, Suhan Bheemaiah
Balyatanda, Sherry Bansal, Larry Beuchat, Yannick Bichot, Ledon Black, Neil Bogart, Chad
Boushee, Alana Bryant, Erdogan Ceylan, Alicia (Bairu) Chen, Han Chen, Aneta Cop, Paola
Corea Ventura, Toni de Senna, Vaidehi Dendukuri, Natali Diaz-Yepes, Shivaprasad
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Meeting Called to Order: Sunday, July 26, 2026, 3:02 P.M.
Minutes Recording Secretary & Student Liaison: Ren Yang & Dikshya Shilpakar.
Old Business:

The 2025 meeting minutes were reviewed. The minutes were approved with no objections
following a motion and a second.

New Business:

Former PDG Chair Erdogan Ceylan introduced the incoming Chairperson, Ariel Buehler, and
Vice Chairperson, Ren Yang. Dr. Purnendu C. Vasavada, Professor of Food Science at the
University of Wisconsin River Falls, delivered a presentation titled "Myths and Misconceptions
About Low Water Activity Foods". The presentation emphasized that low water activity and low
moisture foods are not identical. Dr. Vasavada debunked common safety myths, noting that dry
goods are not inherently sterile and that pathogens like Salmonella, E. coli, and Cronobacter
can survive in dry processing environments for months or years. Contamination factors



discussed included ingredients, improper drying, contaminated processing equipment, and
cross-contamination. Ariel Buehler reviewed the PDG's progress, highlighting a 55 to 60 percent
acceptance rate with six symposia accepted for the current year. Accepted symposia topics
cover smarter validation strategies, dry ingredients, natural mold inhibition, Salmonella in tahini,
and dry sanitation solutions. The group hosted three pre-meeting workshops this year, including
a dry cleaning workshop led by Neil Bogart and a session on validation and pathogen reduction
processes. Jacob, representing Abby Snyder's group, announced an upcoming Dry Sanitation
Research Advisory Council conference scheduled for October 26th and 27th in Beloit,
Wisconsin. Ariel Buehler noted that September 29th is the deadline for next year's proposal
submissions.

Breakout Group Discussion Results:

Topic 1, Infant Formula: The group discussed the lack of data for the presence of C. botulinum
spores in infant formula. They also covered the use of indicators and raw materials in a round
table format. Topic 2, Ingredient Control: Participants explored ways to reduce the impact of
large recalls of dry ingredients. Suggested methods included lot size reduction, industry-wide
surveillance testing, partnership with the FDA on risk assessments, and industry-wide validation
of kill steps. The discussion also addressed cereulide toxin formation in infant formula and
dietary supplements. Methods, policy, risk assessment, and applied methods were noted as a
gray area. Topic 3, Dry Cleaning and Sanitation: The conversation focused on the validation
of sanitation methods in the plant, surrogates for low moisture foods, and indicators. Topic 4,
Digital Tools: The group discussed data collection for humidity in the environment and the use
of real-time sensors to predict issues.

Recommendations to the Executive Board:
1. Recommend Ren Yang as Vice Chair for this PDG.
Next Meeting Date: Sunday, July 18, 2027, Kansas City, Missouri.

Chairperson Name: Ariel Buehler.



