
Chair and Vice Chair Listing 2026-2027 
 

 

Advanced Molecular Analytics PDG Chairperson Mu Ye 

Advanced Molecular Analytics PDG Vice Chairperson Ryan Blaustein 

Animal and Pet Food Safety PDG Chairperson Michele Sayles 

Animal and Pet Food Safety PDG Vice Chairperson Deepa Thiagarajan 

Applied Laboratory Methods PDG Chairperson Julie Weller 

Applied Laboratory Methods PDG Vice Chairperson Amanda Brookhouser-sisney 

Beverages and Acid/Acidified Foods PDG Chairperson Yuqian Lou 

Beverages and Acid/Acidified Foods PDG Vice Chairperson Raghu Ramaswamy 

Committee on Control of Foodborne Illness Chairperson Laura Gieraltowski 

Committee on Control of Foodborne Illness Vice Chairperson Melanie Firestone 

Dairy Quality and Safety PDG Chairperson Neil A. Bogart 

Dairy Quality and Safety PDG Vice Chairperson Kara Brit Mikkelson 

Dairy Quality and Safety PDG Secretary Celina To 

Data Management and Analytics PDG Chairperson Matthew Stasiewicz 

Data Management and Analytics PDG Vice Chairperson Gustavo Reyes 

Data Management and Analytics PDG Secretary Carrie Rigdon 

Developing Food Safety Professionals PDG Chairperson Angela Anandappa 

Developing Food Safety Professionals PDG Vice Chairperson Melody Yu 

Food Chemical Hazards and Food Allergy PDG Chairperson Amy S. Wise 

Food Chemical Hazards and Food Allergy PDG Vice Chairperson Nakia Smith 
Food Chemical Hazards and Food Allergy PDG Secretary Betsy Craig 

Food Defense PDG Chairperson Megan Francies 

Food Defense PDG Vice Chairperson  

Food Fraud Prevention PDG Chairperson Katie M. Zammit 

Food Fraud Prevention PDG Vice Chairperson Fernando Avelleyra 

Food Hygiene and Sanitation PDG Chairperson Nathan Mirdamadi 

Food Hygiene and Sanitation PDG Vice Chairperson David A. Buckley 

Food Hygiene and Sanitation PDG Secretary Eric A. Moorman 

Food Law PDG Chairperson April M. Bishop 

Food Law PDG Vice Chairperson Jennifer McEntire 

Food Packaging PDG Chairperson Niam Abeysiriwardena 

Food Packaging PDG Vice Chairperson  

Food Safety Assessment, Audit and Inspection PDG Chairperson Jose Guerrero 

Food Safety Assessment, Audit and Inspection PDG Vice Chairperson Taryn Horr 
Food Safety Assessment, Audit and Inspection PDG Secretary Ruby Ragland 

Food Safety Culture PDG Chairperson Tia Glave 

Food Safety Culture PDG Vice Chairperson Andrea Griffiths 

Food Safety Education PDG Chairperson Ellen Thomas Shumaker 

Food Safety Education PDG Vice Chairperson Yaohua (Betty) Feng 

Fruit and Vegetable Safety and Quality PDG Chairperson Govindaraj Dev Kumar 

Fruit and Vegetable Safety and Quality PDG Vice Chairperson Adam Baker 

HACCP Utilization and Food Safety Systems PDG Chairperson Lone Jespersen 

HACCP Utilization and Food Safety Systems PDG Vice Chairperson  

International Food Protection Issues PDG Chairperson Constanza A. Vergara Escobar 

International Food Protection Issues PDG Vice Chairperson Alvin Lee 
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Low Water Activity Foods PDG Chairperson Ariel Buehler 

Low Water Activity Foods PDG Vice Chairperson Ren Yang 

Meat and Poultry Safety and Quality PDG Chairperson Alexandra Calle 

Meat and Poultry Safety and Quality PDG Vice Chairperson Emilio Esteban 

Modelling and Risk Analysis PDG Chairperson Heidy Den Besten 

Modelling and Risk Analysis PDG Vice Chairperson VM Balasubramaniam 

Physical Hazards and Foreign Material PDG Chairperson Sarah Smith-Simpson 

Physical Hazards and Foreign Material PDG Vice Chairperson Paula Schwarz 

Plant-based Alternative Products Quality and Food 
Safety PDG 

 
Chairperson 

 
Lily L. Yang 

Plant-based Alternative Products Quality and Food 
Safety PDG 

 

Vice Chairperson 
 

Deepa Thiagarajan 

Pre Harvest Food Safety PDG Chairperson Rafael M. Davila, Jr. 

Pre Harvest Food Safety PDG Vice Chairperson Kate Burr 

Retail and Foodservice PDG Chairperson Sarah Kozak-Weaver 

Retail and Foodservice PDG Vice Chairperson Vanessa Cranford 

Sanitary Equipment and Facility Design PDG Chairperson Jason B. White 

Sanitary Equipment and Facility Design PDG Vice Chairperson  

Seafood Safety and Quality PDG Chairperson Evelyn G. Watts 

Seafood Safety and Quality PDG Vice Chairperson John Boyce 

Student PDG Chairperson Aakankshya Dhakal 

Student PDG Secretary Ujjwol Subedi 

Viral and Parasitic Foodborne Disease PDG Chairperson Maria Sonia Almeria 

Viral and Parasitic Foodborne Disease PDG Vice Chairperson Matt Moore 

Water Safety and Quality PDG Chairperson Claire Murphy 

Water Safety and Quality PDG Vice Chairperson Don Stoeckel 
 


